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VETERINARY EXAMINATIONS AT SHOWS. 


With every precaution against ‘“ the unconscious 
bias” that might affect the opinion of a veterinary 
surgeon on such a subject, we confess we are 
unable to understand the objection to examination 
of stud horses for unsoundness. Mares and stal- 
lions when given prizes at leading shows obtain 
increased importance—they are hali-marked as 
genuine animals for stud purposes, and their services 
are consequently sought after. 

One would imagine that all persons really inter- 
ested in the progress of any breed of horses would 
desire to make that breed as free as possible from 
hereditary unsoundness. In early every country 
in the world where prizes are given to the best 
horses, care is taken to eliminate unsoundness by 
insisting that prize animals shall be sound. There 
is only one way of doing this—by submitting them 
to careful examination by selected veterinary 
surgeons. 

It is curious that in Scotland alone do we find 
any Objection to this course. At the recent Glas- 
gow Stallion Show the competitors for the Cawdor 
Cups and the Brydon Shield were submitted to 
veterinary examination, with the result that eight 
out of fifteen were rejected for bereditary unsound- 
ness. The ursuccessful competitor is always a 
rebel, and sometimes has good grounds for not 
accepting the verdict of his judges, but at Glasgow 
the causes for rejection were scheduled, and limited 
in number. The examiners were Messrs. Robb and 
Rutherford, with a veterinary umpire if they disa- 
greed. In not one of the rejections was there 
difference of opinion, and any one who knows the 
two experts will agree that for sound diagnosis, 
practical skill and absolute freedom from prejudice 
no other two men could have been selected with 
greater chance of dispensing justice. 

On another page we reprint two editorial pro- 
nouncements upon the matter. Both are from 
leading Scotch papers, and we are glad to see they 
do not agree, although they seem at one in looking 
upon unsoundness of wind being a more or less 
trivial condition. This is a dangerous fallacy, and 
is hacked up by a quotation from a very remarkable 
book recently published on Horse Breeding in 
Theory and Practice. The German author is a 
master of his subject, but we cannot endorse all he 
says about the’ transmission of disease. The 
statement that Ormonde “never left a roarer 
among his progeny” is utterly opposed to facts ; 
and the suggestion that spavin is not hereditary 
will not be accepted by the majority of breeders 
and veterinary surgeons. 





The Clydesdale horse so many useful 
points and qualities that it would be a shame to 
injure the breed by overlooking his infirmities. 

Not only do we hope that the lesson of the 
Cawdor Cups and Brydon Shield will stiffen the 
Glasgow Show against unsound horses, but that 
other Societies interested in Scotland’s best horse 
will insist upon no prizes being given to unsound 
animals. 

SureicaL TERMINOLOGY. 


During the recent consideration of “ Poll Evil” 
by the Central V.S., some discussion took place 
upon its terminology. One or two speakers object- 
ed to extending the definition to include a closed 
bursitis ; and Prof. Macqueen, whose opening of 
the discussion has certainly widened many a prac- 
titioner’s conception of the surgery of the poll, 
himself approved of restricting the term “ poll-evil " 
to a chronic discharging wound of the region. Con- 
sidering the variety of structures that may be in- 
volved in such a suppurating wound, we agree that 
this definition is already quite sufficiently compre- 
hensive without embracing a bursal distension not 
necessarily destined to open, and often better with- 
out surgical intervention. 

Poll-evil is far from being the only surgical con- 
dition regarding which our terminology is uncer- 
tain. The old definition of a quittor as a sinuous 
wound of the coronet still satisfies some, as it satis- 
fied our fathers. Many veterinarians now prefer, 
rightly we thiuk, to limit the term “ quittor” to 
those cases involving necrosis of the lateral carti- 
lage ; but- this definition is not yet universally 
accepted. Ringbone, again, is a word often far too 
loosely employed, and the term of “‘ Capped hock ” 
is applied indiscriminately to two such different 
conditions as a simple subcutaneous serous effusion 
and « distended bursa. 

It is chiefly as regards surgical affections, and 
especially well known ones which have retained 
their popular names, that our terminology is so in- 
exact. The reason for this is quite evident. The 
popular term is based upon some common feature 
— generally that of regional incidence—which is 
apparent to every observer; and veterinary sur- 
geons, although realising that many of such terms 
include more conditions than one, have not yet 
taken the trouble to alter them. It is ible to 
be too rigid and academica] in demanding exacti- 
tude of clinical definition; but to group radically 
different conditions requiring equally different 
treatment under one and the same name is neither 
scientific nor sensible. The author or teacher who 
would do something to remedy this deplorable 
looseness would deserve well of the profession. 
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FRACTURES OF THE HUMEROS. 


I was interested to see the remarks of Mr. 
Sidney Villar about the causes and treatment of 
fractures of the humerus in cattle in The Record 
of Jan. 29. 

- This accident is quite a common one in camels 
which are being worked on hard and slippery roads, 
especially on those treated with preparations of tar 
to prevent dust. Camels working on these, especi- 
ally after the roads have been watered, are unable 
to get a proper foothold, and are very apt to slip 
“ spread-eagle wise ” and fall, fracturing a humerus. 
It is most common in loaded camels, but I have 
also seen it occur to unloaded ones. 

The foot of the camel, being especially adapted 
for sand, gives them a less secure footing than in 
either the horse or the ox on slippery surfaces. 

I have seen one case of fractured femur from 
this cause, but the humerus seems to be the bone 
most commonly fractured. 

The treatment the natives often adopt for this, or 
indeed any injury to the leg of a camel, is a sort 
of modification of Bier’s treatment, unless they 
fire it. This they carry out by tying a tight cord 
round the limb just below the elbow, not tight 
enough to completely cut off the circulation, but 
sufficiently tight to cause considerable cedema and 
swelling. This treatment is carried out, as a rule, 
irrespective of the injury being above or below the 
cord. The cord is left on for several days, and it 
is observed that a cure is often affected. i 

Probably those cases which recovered were 
not fractures but muscular injuries, which have 
recovered despite the treatment. 

Whenever I have diagnosed a fracture I have not 
tried treatment, as the owners usually prefer to 
have their animals slaughtered for food rather than 
leave them for a long time in hospital. Moreover, 
I am very sceptical that the animals would ever be 
fit for work again, considering that most of the frac- 
tures are comminuted ones. 

I may add that I have set several fractures of the 
humerus in tame gazelles, which animals are very 
liable to fracture their legs on account of their great 
slenderness, and these have usually healed up very 
well, leaving no trace as to which leg the animal 
was injured on unless a very searching examination 
be adopted. 


Cairo, Feb., 1910. 


D. Stuvestro RaBAGLiATI. 








AN UNUSUAL INJURY TO THE 
GASTROCNEMIUS. 


The subject was an aged black gelding, which 
had been let on hire to the Military Authorities for 
the manceuvres. 

While being driven wheeler in a gun team and 


pres | the weight down a steep hill he slipped 
and fell under the pole. He was with difficulty got 
up and boxed to London at once, walking half a 


mile from the station with comparative ease. When 





seen the same afternoon he was trotting but slightly 
lame in the near hind leg. and a diffused swelling 
was present behind the stifle joint. 

The following day the animal was found to be 
unable to support weight on the injured leg, the 
hock was let down to a much lower level than that 
of the other limb; the fetlock joint was flexed, the 
toe resting on the ground whilst the stifle joint was 
extended to its utmost, the swelling behind the 
stifle joint had considerably increased. The 
gastrocnemius tendon and the os calcis were 
normal. 

The animal was put into slings, and as at the end 
of eight weeks only slight improvement was shown, 
he was destroyed. 

The post-mortem showed that the outer head of 
the gastrocnemius muscle had pulled away from 
the border of the supra condyloid fossa a piece of 
the bone, a considerable amount of hard white 
fibrous tissue had formed at the seat of the injury, 
imbedded in which were several irregular pieces of 
bone. 

The photograph shows that considerable exos- 
tosis had taken place on the back of the femur, the 
smooth elongated fragment of bone lying imme- 
diately under the condyles, apparently was detached 
from the outer border of the fossa. The inner head 
of the muscle was normal. 

Judging from the text-books such accidents as 
these result in rupture of the tendon, fracture of 
the os calcis, or detachment of the tendon from its 
insertion in that bone. 

The photograph illustrating the animal during 
life was taken immediately before slaughter, when 
the deformity was not so apparent as it was in the 
earlier periods. 

C. Herbert SHEATHER. 


SPIROPTERA RETICULATA (?) IN CATTLE. 


By Sypney Dopp, F.R.C.V.S., Principal Veteri- 
nary Surgeon and Bacteriologist, Queensland. 


In two recently published works upon parasites 
of the domesticated animals, viz., “,Neumann’s 
Parasites,” 2nd edition, 1905, and Law’s “ Veteri- 
nary Medicine,” vol. v., 2nd edition, 1909, it is 
stated that “ Spiroptera Reticulata” is not known 
in any other animals than equines. Whether this 
is absolutely correct or not, the fact remains that 
for some years parasitic nodules have been known 
to exist in cattle in Australia containing a worm 
which has been termed “Spiroptera Reticulata.” 
It has been mentioned in The Queensland Agricul- 
tural Journal under the name of “ Worm Nests,” 
but so far I have been unable to discover any men- 
tion of it in veterinary literature, and there is a 
probability that it has not been described hereto- 
fore in the latter, as otherwise Professors Macqueen 
and Law, who are both known as careful and well 
read authors, would have made some mention of 
the fact. Neither is any, mention made of such an 
occurrence in Ostertag’s ‘Meat Inspection,” 3rd 
edition. 


‘ 
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Be this as it may, the presence of this parasite 
has become one of some importance to the export 
meat trade of Queensland, owing to expansion in 
this trade to the United Kingdom and the inspec- 
tion of meat in connection therewith. 

The parasite in question is very common in 
Queensland cattle, but it appears to be seen most 
frequently in cattle from the Western plains. Its 
presence is seldom diagnosed during life, it being 
chiefly seen in the slaughterhouses during the in- 
spection of the carcase. The probability is that 
its presence when it is merely subcutaneous could 
readily be ascertained by palpation during life, but 
such close ante-mortem inspection of cattle which 
have seldom or never been handled is not often 
practicable. The parasite is made evident to the 
touch by the presence of very firm nodules, which 
when superficial feel like fibromata. They vary in 
size from that of a black currant up to that of a) 
walnut or even larger. Their favourite site is in| 





or caseation, but there is a possibility of such an 
event occurring, and in such acase probably micro- 
scopical examination might be necessary to deter- 
mine the exact nature of the lesion. 

The presence of these parasites, even though 
they may be very numerous, does not occasion any 
injury to the health of the host. Animals in the 
pink of health and condition may be found to har- 
botr them just as frequently as poor cattle. 

The life history of the worm is unknown, conse- 
quently one is unable to say how cattle become 
infected, whether by means of the alimentary canal 
or by direct inoculation of the subcutaneous tissue. 
However, Dr. G. Sweet and Professor J. Gilruth, 
of the Melbourne University, are about to under- 
take some research concerning the 8. reticulata in 
cattle, and it is hoped that light will be thrown on 
the subject. 

With regard to the importance of the presence of 
the parasitic nodules from a meat inspection and 


the subcutaneous or intermuscular connective! public health point of view, the question will bulk 
tissue. The brisket and flanks appear to be the| more prominently during meat inspection in the 
chief parts invaded, although they may occur in| metropolis and other important centres in the 
connection with the muscles and connective tissue | United Kingdom, as owing to the recent success in 
of any part of the body, and in very deep-seated shipping chilled meat from Queensland to London, 


situations. The nodules are quite circumscribed, | the trade in Queensland beef is likely to be greatly 
and I have never seen any signs of inflammation 
due to their presence. 

On dissection it will be found that the nodule bas 
a very dense hard covering of fibrous tissue, whilst 
internally, and occupying a varying amount of 
space is the parasite. At times the wall of the 
nodule, although very dense, is relatively thin, and 
the space occupied by the parasite, or parasites, 
relatively great. At others, the nodule may be 
almost entirely composed of the dense fibrous 
capsule. 

The parasite within the nodule is found to be 
arranged in a dense felted mass, so intimately en- 
twined within itself, or the connective tissue fibres, 
that it bas hitherto been found impossible to dissect 
out a complete worm. (Compare Sp. reticulata in 
the horse). I have made many attempts to obtain 
a complete worm from both fresh and preserved 
specimens, but have so far failed: For the above 
reason, one is unable to say definitely whether a 
nodule contains only one, or more than one worm. 
When cut with a knife it has a grating sound as 
when cutting tendon. A section through such a 


| increased in the near future. 

| It has already been stated that the health of the 
animal is not affected by the presence of the worm. 
The flesh of such animals bas been consumed for 
years, and there is not a scrap of evidence to show 
that it is injurious to human beings, and I am of 
opimion that, provided the nodules are not numer- 
ous, such meat may be safely passed for human 
consumption, after the nodules have been removed 
from the part. Where such nodules are ve 
numerous the part affected should be condemned, 
for obvious reasons, but even then the remainder of 
the carcase may be quite fit for consumption. 

At the place of slaughter lesions which are dis- 
coverable during inspection should be removed. 
If the nodules are numerous the portion of the car- 
case affected should not be passed as first class 
meat. It is evident, however, seeing that the 
nodules are sometimes embedded deep in the car- 
case, that even inspection by the keenest inspector 
will fail to reveal these deep-seated nodules, and 
|examination of all carcases for such nodules is im- 
| practicable as it would result in the disfiguring of 





nodule will show numerous “pin point ” areas (the the meat and the rendering of it unsaleable to the 
transverse section of the parasite) and a few short|trade. It is evident therefore that cases will occur 
lengths of the worm embedded in fibrous connec-| in the cutting up of a carcase where a nodule has 


tive tissue. The average thickness of the sections) 
of worm obtained, have been about that of a fine 
in. 

At times the parasite dies, and the interior of the 
nodule becomes calcified. When it is being cut it 
has a “gritty” feeling. Such a nodule might be 
mistaken by an inexperienced inspector for a tuber- 
cular lesion, and indeed I have bad several pieces 
of meat containing such nodules submitted to meas 
evidence of tuberculosis, and therefore of lax in- 
spection. A careful examination of the nodule 
should not result in such an error. 

I have never met a case where the contents of a, 
nodule have undergone degeneration and softening 





escaped the attention of an inspector owing to its 
inaccesibility. I think that the needs of such a case 
would be met by removal ofthe nodule. 








The North Northumberland Hunt.—Mr. John Clay, 
of Messrs. Clay, Robinson and Co., Cattle Salesmen, 
Chicago, who isa Berwickshire man, offered to hunt the 
country next season and to defray all expenses, with 
the ee that the hunt subscriptions be continued 
and be devoted to repairing the covers, taking down 
barbed wire, and employing a professional huntsman 
and a denslonal earth seepner. Lord Francis Osborne 
moved that the offer be accepted ; this was unanim 


and gratefully agreed to. _ 
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STRONGYLUS ARMATCS. 


Mr. Heatley's interesting note in The Veterinary 
Record of Feb. 12, on colic caused by S. armatus, 
reminded me of five cases of a similar nature that 
occurred in my practice within the last five” years. 


Four of these were in foals from seven to ten} _ 


months old, and the other was in an aged cart geld- 
ing. As well as I can remember, a very high tem- 
perature was not present in every case; but the 
symptom that was always constant was total in- 
ability to rise from the ground, although each ani. 
mal could kick violently with all legs when a spasm 
came on. 

Of course, all were fatal, and I made a post- 
mortem examination in each case, and demon- 
strated the thrombus composed of the worms and 
débris in the anterior mesenteric artery. | am 
anxious to know if Mr. Heatley’s patients were 
similarly affected. I would also like someone to 
explain why the animals were unable to get on 
their feet. One of the foals lived for nearly three 
days. I found this symptom to be so characteristic 
that in the last few cases I made my diagnosis and 
prognosis with great confidence, although the 
owner in most cases was of the opinion that in- 
jury to the back was the cause of the trouble till 
after the post-mortem examination. 

L. M. Macer, 

Navan, Co. Meath. 


M.R.C.V.S. 


TEMPERATURE IN BLACK QUARTER. 


Since sending my previous note I have again had 
an opportunity of registering temperatures in the 
early stages of black quarter, and forward the record, 
as every note of the kind tends to settle the question 
as to whether the theory recently put forward by 
some German authors is correct or not. The point 
should not be long in doubt if practitioners would 
trouble to look up and record any notes they may 
have on the subject. 

I am quite aware that as a rule one is not often 
called in the early iets of this disease, except 
perhaps in carefully tended and housed stock, and 
can quite understand that temperatures, if noted at 
all in the later stages, may be low. 

The animal I now refer to was a pedigree bull, 
18 months old, in fat condition. He was noticed 
“off feed and shivering” by the attendant when 
seen early in the morning. I visited at 10.30 a.m., 
and found rigor marked, temperature 105.8°F. 
Stiffness in movement, but no lameness, or local 
swelling, or tenderness. At 1 p.m., temp. 106.6’. 
No positive diagnostic symptom. At 6.30 p.m. 
temp. 106.2°. Aslight crepitating swelling over the 
hip joint, only then sufficiently developed to admit 
of a positive diagnosis. He died next morning of 

uarter. Both quarters and loins markedly 
affected. 


With Mr. Aveston’s case, this makes a record of 
four instances in which fever was noted at the 
onset of the disease, and although not a sufficient 





number to base a dogmatic statement upon, they at 
all events may reasonably cause considerable doubt 
as to the correctness of the theory put forward, and 
prove the need of further investigation before nor- 
mal temperatures can be admit 
these cases. 

St. Albans. 


to be the rule in 


A. J. Baousrr, M-R.O.VS. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


LAMINITIS ARISING FROM COLD. 


Freger records (Revue Vétérinaire) a case of 
laminitis in which the causes usually concerned in 
the production of that disease were altogether 
absent. 

The subject was a horse three years old, in good 
condition, not doing any work, and receiving no 
food beyond that which he obtained for himself in 
a field in which he was at grass. Some cold days 
set in suddenly, and on the second of these the 
animal suddenly became affected in the field with 
acute laminitis of all four feet. 

As the horse was moving at will in a limited area 
upon soft ground, there could be no question of 
excessive concussion. The food could not be 
blamed, and the animal bad not suffered from any 
anterior affection. Freger considers that cold was 


.| undoubtedly the sole cause of the disease, explain- 


ing that the sudden change of temperature had 
produced a general auto-intoxication, which had 
affected the feet. He therefore instituted a treat- 
ment directed exclusively to the elimination of toxic 
eres and neglected the local manifestations. 

he sole treatment employed was one copious 
bleeding and a purgative, succeeded by diuretics 
during the days following. 

This treatment was entirely successful. Recovery 
was rapid, and in eight days resolution was com- 
plete, and the gait had become normal again.-— 
Annales de Méd, Vét. 


Bovine Rasies. 


Ligniéres records (Revue Véterinaire) two interest- 
ing observations upon bovine rabies. The first is 
one of intermittent rabies. On November 1, 1908, 
the author was called to a cow, and found her pre- 
senting all the symptoms of rabies. Inco-ordina- 
tion of the movements of the hind parts of the 
body, hallucinations, rolling of the eyes, excitement 
at the sight of a dog, constipation and tenesmus, 
were all present ; but the appetite and the rumina- 
tion were but little rated The author caused 
the cow to be isolated, and advised slaughter. Con- 
trary to all expectations, however, the . oo 
gradually abated, and the cow was put among 
the others, and even employed for labour. The 
sole symptom that still remained was that, when 
free on the meadow, she moved in a circle. 

On the 30th of November, however, a new 
attack of furious rabies appeared, and death fol- 
lowed in twenty hours. In order to satisfy the 
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owner as the diagnosis, the brain and bulb were for- 
warded to the Pasteur Institute, and the existence 
of rabies was confirmed. 

The second case is one of an exceptionally long 
period of incubation, viz., three years. All the cir- 
cumstances established the diagnosis of rabies and 
excluded any other. They were as follows. 

A dog upon a farm died of rabies, and four out of 
twenty cattle on the same farm died with the 
paralytic symptoms of the disease after incubation 
periods varying from two to six months. A dog 
and two cows on a neighbouring farm died of 
rabies, and it was proved that this dog, who had 
bitten both the cows, had himself been bitten by 
the dog on the first mentioned farm. 

Three years after these events a cow upon the 
first farm developed paralytic rabies in so unmis- 
takeable a form that every other disease was ex- 
cluded from the diagnosis. This cow had been 
born in the infected shed and had never quitted it, 
and at the time of the previous outbreak of rabies 
she was from eight to ten months old. She 
showed the same symptoms as the previously 
affected cows, and died on the fifteenth day after 
the commencement of the illness. Rumination 
was constant throughout the whole course of the 
illness. — Berliner Tier. Woch. 


Gout 1n Birps. 


Human gout is characterised, in addition to its 
general symptoms, by the existence of small 
tumours, hard, usually indolent, and containing 
concretions, around certain articulations of the 
limbs, in the neighbourhood of serous sacs and of 
sheaths of tendons. By preference it attacks per- 
sons who indulge in alimentary excesses without 
taking sufficient physical exercise, and is due toa 
retardation or an alteration of the processes of oxi- 
dation. 

The oxidation of nitrogenous material is incom- 
plete, and stops short at the production of uric acid, 
which, being only slightly soluble, is accumulated 
in the form of urate of sodium in certain parts of 
the organism particularly in the neighbourhood of 
joints. , 

By analogy, veterinarians bave long applied the 
name of “gout” to diverse avian affections of which 
one of the symptoms is the appearance and more 
or less rapid development around the joints of 
the tarsus and of the foot of tumours of variable 
size, firm or fluctuating, and prejudicial, often 
markedly so, to standing or walking. But although 
one of these various affections, from its causes and 
from the nature of its external lesions, does possess 
some resemblance to the gout of human beings, 
others are far from doing so. 

The avian gout which resembles human gout 
by being apparently occasioned by defects of nutri- 
tion (under the action of which the proteids do not 
reach their final stage of disintegration, viz., urea) 
exclusively affects adult well-nourished subjects, 
which are kept in a limited space and restricted in 
their exercise. It may be manifested by external 
phenomena, or by internal lesions which are only 
appreciable post-mortem. 





In the former case, the symptoms are distinct. 
The disease is marked by crises, in which, in addi- 
tion to systemic disturbance, certain articulations 
become enlarged, painful, edematous, and clammy, 
with accompanying lameness, which is often in- 
tense. After a variable time, the systemic condi- 
tion improves. the spirits and appetite return, and 
the articular pain and lameness disappear. But 
the swellings of the joints remain to a greater or 
less degree; and the affected articulations are 
invaded by deposits of urates. Once established, 
these not only have no tendency to disappear, but 
generally increase progressively, and at the same 
time other similar ones appear in consequence of 
recurrent crises of the disease. 

Tumours or nodosities of variable size, which 
may be isolated, confluent, or in chaplets, and 
either firm, doughy, or soft, are thus formed in the 
peri-articular connective tissue. They contain a 
whitish-creamy pulp, and are sometimes in com- 
munication with the articular serous cavities. 

The second form of avian gout, in which the 
articular symptoms are only very slightly evident 
or are absent, is usually undiagnosed during life, on 
account of the vagueness of its general manifesta- 
tions. It may, however, be suspected from the 
sudden attacks of illness to which it gives rise, from 
the shortness of their duration, and from the mode 
of life and condition of the patients. On the other 
haod, its post-mortem appearances in birds which 
have succumbed are demonstrative. The entire 
organism seems infiltrated by deposits of urate of 
sodium. Small crystalline concretions, whitish and 
very apparent, are present in the kidneys around 
and within the straight and convoluted tubules. 
The pericardium appears as if plated with a white 
layer having the aspect of tale, and the pleural and 
peritoneal serous membranes, the liver, and the 
spleen are covered with similar deposits. 

Under the microscope, the creamy pulp of the 
tumours, the renal concretions, and the whitish 
deposits covering the serous membranes, are found 
to be composed of multitudinous small needle-like 
crystals. Chemical tests show these to be deposits 
of uric acid and urates, 

Avian gout, therefore, like human gout, assumes 
two forms, viz, articular gout and visceral gout. 

But the articular and peri-articular lesions of 
avian gout previously summarised, are not the only 
affections of the joints in birds. Other avian affec- 
tions of the joints exist, characterised by nodosities 
which are more or less voluminous, firm or bard, 
and which provoke lamenesses, anchyloses, and 
deformities and deviations of the bones. Although 
most frequently attributed to gout, these lesions 
bave another origin. They are not situated in the 
peri-articular connective tissue, but in the osseous 
tissue of the epiphyses of the bones, and they 
are due to a hypertrophying osteitis caused by 
one of the pyogenic organisms of man—generally 
by the Staphylococcus pyogenes aureus. These 
lesions are, in fact, the consequence of the infec- 
tious osteitis of poultry which was studied in the 
goose some ten years ago by Lucet, and which, 
contrary to gout, especially affects young subjects. 
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With a little care, it is therefore easy to differen- 
tiate between these two affections of gout and osteo- 
arthritis, though their articular manifestations have 
some similitude at first sight. 

The treatment of gout is both prophylactic and 
curative. As the disease originates in excessive 
feeding and deficient exercise, it is of course essen- 
tial to lower the diet and increase the exercise. _ In 
addition to this, Carlsbad salts or Vichy water 
should be added to the food or drink of the birds; 
but too much reliance must not be placed upon the 
supposed solvent action of these agents upon uric 
acid, which appears to have been a little exag- 
gerated. 

During the crises, alkalis: are indicated, and 
especially piperazine, lysidine, and sodium salicy- 
late, which, during the first days of treatment at 
least, considerably increase the elimination of uric 
acid by the urine. 

The permanent gouty tumours should, if their 
contents are liquid, be punctured and evacuated ; 
or they may he extirpated surgically during the 
quiescent intervals between the crises. With ordi- 
nary simple antiseptic precautions, this surgical in- 
tervention is devoid of danger.— Ja Semaine 
Véterinatre. 





VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF TRELAND. 


The annual meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on Thursday evening, Jan. 27. Mr. John Hol- 
land, President, occupied the chair, and there were 
also present :—Messrs. Swainston Adamson, J. H. Jones, 
W. Chambers, L.M. Magee, W. Cargill Patrick, M. 
Barlow, Prof. J. F. Craig, B.P. J. Mahony, A. Watson, 
M. Hedley, Chas. Allen, Frederick A. Heney, W. A. 
Pallin, J.D. Richardson, R. H. Lambert, F. C. Ryan, 
Prof. J. J. O'Connor, James McKenny, Prof. A. E. 
Mettam, Brendan Gunn, M. Darby, Sir Charles A. 
Cameron, C.B., Sir Christopher Nixon, Bart., M.D., 
J. Cope, Dr. Woods, Dr. Pickard, and W. H. Wilkin- 


son, Hon. See. 

The minutes, which had been circulated, were taken 
as read, and the report of the Council was then read by 
the Secretary. 


Report oF Council. 


At our last general meeting I read a circular which 
had been extensively circulated in Dublin and _ district 
by a member of our profession, which we as a body con- 
sidered unprofessional and a flagrant advertisement. I 
was directed to bring the circular under the notice of 
the Council of the Royal College of hie popem 2 Surgeons. 
In answer to my letter I have received a reply from the 
Solicitor to the College stating that the offender had 
been given notice to appear before the Registration 
Committee on a charge of contravening bye-law 108. I 
have no doubt he will be dealt with as he deserves. 

A question was asked by a member of this Society 
relative to the refusal of the L.G.B. to pay any recoup- 
ment of salary to the Longford Rural District Council 
in the event of their re % ing a veterinary surgeon to 
carry out the duties of the Dairies and Cowsheds Order, 
and stating on account of this refusal the Council had 
declined to make any appointment. 

iar og the courtesy of a friend who had access to the 
files in the House of Commons, I was enabled to send 








a reply that: in answer to a question put by Mr. Wm. 
Field, M.P., in the House of Commons relating to this 
subject, Mr. Birrell stated that subject to the provisions 
of Section 6 of the L.G.B. Act, 1902, recoupment is 
allowed in the case of veterinary inspectors permanently 
appointed by Sanitary authorities, but that the recoup- 
ment is not extended to the case of other officers. 

A great amount of time has been extended to the 
consideration of the proposed scheme for the reconsti- 
tution of the N: sinned’ Volesloane Association and union 
of the Societies. It was first considered at our last 
general meeting, a report of which has been supplied to 
all our members, when after careful consideration it was 
unanimously agreed “that we concluded that the 
scheme as suggested was not practical.” 

Arising out of this discussion Mr. McKenny submitted 
a scheme which he considered would be a workable one, 
and one that would be of very great advantage to the 

rofession in Ireland if adopted, and on the proposal of 
Mr. Watson, seconded by Prof. O’Connor, it was decided 


|to print and circularise the scheme, and to summon a 
| special meeting for December 8th to consider same. 


Accordingly a special general meeting was held in the 
Gresham Hotel, Dublin, but considering the importance 
of the subject at issue, and the time which must neces- 
sarily have been expended in devising the amended 
scheme by its author, the attendance numerically was 
very disappointing, only eight gentlemen putting in an 
appearance. 

A long and animated discussion took place regarding 
the merits of the revised scheme, some of the members 


= | expressing the opinion that amalgamation in some form 
& 


or other was desirable on the grounds that union means 
strength, whilst others feared that amalgamation would 
do away with the individuality of the Associations and 
thus tend to lessen the healthy rivalry that exists at 
present between the different Associations. 

Finally, on the proposition of Mr. Howard, seconded 
by Mr. Lambert, it was unanimously agreed—“ That the 
members of this Association consider amalgamation on 
the proposed lines unworkable, and they suggest that an 
executive council representative of the various Associa- 
tions in Great Britain and Ireland be formed for the pro- 
tection and promotion of all veterinary interests ; that 
each Association pay an annual affiliation fee, and that 
the rules as suggested by Mr. McKenny be considered 
as a basis for the working of the Council, the Council to 
be called the Council of the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tions of Great Britain and Ireland.” 

Subsequently a committee was appointed consisting 
of Messrs. McKenny, Craig, Howard, Watson, Norris, 
and Wilkinson to revise the amended rules, and in- 
structions were given to the Secretary that when complete 
they were to be printed and a copy sent to Prof. Gofton 
and to The Veterinary Record. 

A copy of the amended scheme, as issued from this 
committee, appeared in The Veterinary Record of Jan. 
15th, 1910. 

At a Council meeting held at 87, Dalymount, Phibs- 
boro, on January 14th, nominations for your new Coun- 
cil were received as per printed voting papers which hal 
been sent to every member. 

On January 7th the Dinner Committee met in my 
office, and arrangements made to hold the annual dinner 
in the Gresham Hotel, on January 27th, at 7 p.m., the 
ticket to cost 15s., wines included. 

Mr. Watson proposed that the report be adopted. 
Mr. Chambers seconded, and the motion was agreed to. 

The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. M. Hedley, presented the 
annual balance sheet. 

This showed balance from 1908 £25 8s. 5d., subscrip- 
tions and interest, £50 8s. 4d. Total, £75 16s. 9d. 

Expenditure : Reporting, printing, etc. £23 18s. 2d. ; 
delegates (2) Harrogate, Eacde £10; other expenses, 
£14 3s. 2d.; invested, £25 1s. 3d. ; balance; £2 14s. 2d., 
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with investments £145 3s. 10d., of which £40 stands to 
bursary account. 

Mr. ALLEN proposed that the accounts be accepted, 
and that the best thanks of the Association be accorded 
to Mr. Hedley. or" 

The CHAIRMAN, in putting the motion, said it would 
not be disparaging to the new Treasurer when he feared 
very that they would be ove a year before they would 
get a treasurer so capable as Mr. Hedley. (Hear, hear.) 
~ The vote was cordially passed. 


ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


The result of the election of officers and council for 
1910 was then announced as follows : 

President.—Mr. J. Holland, 

Vice-Presidents.— Messrs. W. 
Howard. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Cork 
Hill, Dublin. 

Hon. Treas.—Prof. Craig, M.A., Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, Shelbourne Road, Dublin. 

‘ouncil._-Messrs. P. J. Howard, W. C. Patrick, J. H. 
Thompson, J. F. Healey, Prof. O’Connor, Bb. P. J. Mahony 
and Prof. Dunne. 

The PRESIDENT returned thanks for his re-election, 
and remarked that if he had stumbled through last year 
in a fairly successful way he might attribute it to the 
help he got on all sides. 

Mr. Parrick proposed that the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation are due to Mr. Wilkinson, the retiring Secretary. 
His duties had been arduous, and he had performed 
them well. (Hear, hear.) Mr. MeKenny seconded. 

Mr. WILKINSON, replying to the vote, said he owed a 
great deal to the Association, therefore he had done his 
best, and would continue to do so. 


Chambers and P. J. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


Sir Christopher Nixon, Bart., M.O., F.R.C.P.L, and 
Sir Charles Cameron, C.B., M.D., were the guests of the 
Association. 

The President was in the chair. After dinner the 
President gave the toast of “ The Guests,” and said that 
whilst he deemed it a great privilege to be afforded the 
pleasure of so doing, he could not help regretting that 
there was not in his place one or other of bis eloquent 
brother members who, conversant with the many 
admirable attributes peculiar to each guest, could 
adequately expatiate on their merits. Since, however, 
the good will of that Association designed that he should 
again occupy that position, he would gladly give ex- 
pression to all the good things that’ deserved to be said 
of them. Veterinary surgeons from the most remote 
parts of the country were sufficiently acquainted with 
the indebtedness of the profession to Sir Christopher 
Nixon and Sir Charles Cameron for the great interest 
they had taken in their affairs. It was very gratifying 
to them to see gentlemen of such distinct individuality 
and eminence finding time and place in their busy lives 
to give thought to that work in which veterinarians 
were engaged Many medical men there were no doubt 
who might deem it beneath them and might hardly 
think it worth while accepting their honorary degree or 
attending that little function, but it would be because 
they failed to grasp the links which so closely connected 
them and rendered each profession dependent on the 
other. They assured both their guests that no body 
could entertain a greater admiration and respect for 
them. (Hear, hear.) The establishment of the magnifi- 
cent veterinary college in their midst would for ever 
stand a lasting memorial to Sir Christopher Nixon. 
What part Sir Charles Cameron had played towards 
the completion of that College he had never enquired, 
but he was sure it had his warmest sympathy and advo- 
cacy. Only a few months ago he heard of the strenuous 
efforts which Sir Charles made close on half a century 





ago to establish a veterinary coll Wy private enter- 
prise, at a time when knocking at the British Treasury 
would have been useless. But he had not had to wait 
until a few months ago to learn of Sir Charles’ great 
regard for them, and the watchful eye he kept over their 
interests. He sometimes asked himself how was it 
that Sir Christopher and Sir Charles had paid such 
attention to veterinarians, while the general run of 
medical practitioners hardly gave a thought to them. It 
struck him one reason was that amongst the many 
desperate cases which came before Sir Christopher as a 
specialist, he had found some of them due to diseases 
transmitted from the lower animals to man. And Sir 
Charles—had not his life been spent in repelling from 
their shores plagues and contagious diseases! Looking 
round he saw another profession engaged in a somewhat 
similar pursuit, and sitting down to compare things he 
came to the conclusion that veterinarians were a useful 
commodity. (Hear, hear.) 

He had the honour of proposing a toast to Sir 
Christopher Nixon and Sir CharlesCameron. He asked 
Prof. Mettam to tell them something about Professor 
Theiler, their third new honorary member. 

Prof. MeTTaM, complying, said Prof. Theiler required 
no introduction to a meeting of veterinary surgeons. 
They had the honour of Dr. Theiler’s presence at the 
opening of the College in October, and many of them 
met him. Dr. Theiler was one of the few veterinary 
surgeons who possessed the degree of Doctor in veteri- 
nary science. He went to the Transvaal under the old 
régume and practised there as a veterinary surgeon, and 
he went through the Boer war. He remained in the 
country at the conclusion of the war and devoted his 
great scientific energies towards the elucidation, and 
they hope, the eradication of certain diseases in the 
lower animals. Dr. Theiler had done work there which 
only one word expressed, and that was immense. Not 
only had he discovered the cause of the disease which 
almost annihilated the herds and flocks in South Africa, 
but he was also well on the way to discovering a preven- 
tative for numerous diseases, the causes of which were at 

resent unknown, and which were causing great losses. 
He was now in control of the great laboratories outside 
Pretoria, and in his own laboratory he had four and 
twenty men working, and no fewer than five registered 
workers. That was a criterion of the immense work he 
was doing. The cost of running the laboratory was 
£80,000a year, but he had the good fortune of working 
under General Botha, who was of the opinion that any 
money spent in the elucidation of disease was for the 
benefit of the agricultural community. Dr. Theiler was 
well worthy of the honour which the Association desired 
to confer upon him in making him an honorary member 
of the Association. (Hear, hear.) 

The toast of the three Honorary Members was drunk 
with enthusiasm, and the diplomas were handed to Sir 
Christopher Nixon and Sir Charles Cameron. 

Sir CoRIstopHER Nrxon, who first replied, said his 
duty was to thank them for conferring on him the very 
high distinction of making him an Honorary Member 
of the Association. He had only to look at the list of 
honorary members to find that altogether at present 
there were about five honorary associates of that dis- 
tinguished Association, all foreigners of well known 
eminence, and so it was no small compliment to Sir 
Charles and himself to be enrolled on that list. He did 
not think he quite deserved the very strong and marked 
encomium poeved on him by the ident. He was 
sincerely obliged to him for it, but he did not think 
really that he deserved so much credit, because it just 
happened that there was a particular opportunity in ad- 
vocating the establishment of a Veterinary College in 
Ireland, and it was a thing that caught on, and anyone 
as well as himself who taken the thing in the same 
way would have come to the same results. The Presi- 








576 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 26, 1910 





dent asked why it was that Sir Charles and he took such 
a very active interest—representing as they did members 
of the profession of human medicine—in the proceedings 
towards establishing the Veterinary College of Ireland. 
In the first place, to establish a school for the training 
of students of veterinary medicine. And he might 
say, in connection with that object, that the College 
had been a phenomenal success—{Hear, hear.)—thanks 
thanks to the able staff of men that they had been able 
to engage. That was shown by the fact that in the 
recent examination they had more than they had in the 
old established Veterinary College in London. (Hear, 
hear.) They had been able to screw out of the Govern- 
meut the very substantial sum of between £26,000 and 
£27,000, and with that sum they had got a College that 
was unique in every respect. Before they started on a 
single brick of that College they sent their principal, 
Prof. Mettam, to the various Continental schools of 
veterinary medicine, and he came home primed with all 
the details that were necessary in the construction of a 
veterinary college, with the result that they erected one 
unique in every respect, a gem as regarded its buildings 
and as regarded its structure : they had a splendid pro- 
fessional staff, and that wonderful roll of students in 
such a short period—they had in fact succeeded beyond 
their highest expectations. 

But then there was a second consideration that he 
was sure influenced Sir Charles Cameron as well as him- 
self. They had to regard what the function of a veteri- 
nary college was to the country. They had to bear in 
mind that this was strictly an agricultural country— 
the country depended upon its flocks and its herds, and 
they had to consider what an enormous saving to the 
wealth of the country would be gained in the utilisation 
of the College in connection with agriculture—that de- 
partment of the State to which it should be closely 
allied. (Hear, hear.) They had made strong com- 
plaints that in reference to that function of the College 
the State still owed them a great deal. They hada 
very strong demand upon the State in its own interests, 
and in the interests of the country at large, that the 
College should be largely supported by State aid. (Hear, 
hear.) The Chief Secretary, in opening the buildings, 
said that he thought we were too fond of washing our 
rags in public: but if there were so many rags in [re- 
land, why there was the constant necessity of washing 
those . He ventured to say that now that the State 
had established this College, in time—he was afraid it 
might be a long time—they might ultimately see the 
necessity of largely endowing it to make it subservient 
to the interests of Ireland as a whole. England had at 
last been waking up to the interests of scientific educa- 
tion. They had a multiplicity of Universities within 
the last eight or ten years. Most of the new Universi- 
ties were strictly utilitarian. They were Universities 
which mdliand the cultivation of science for the 
material interests of the country, taking a lesson at last 
from Germany, where the operations of one College had 
resulted in wresting from England a material source of 
= by monopolising the indigo trade. It might 

appen, with their habit of muddling through things, 
that in a few years England would realise the necessity 
of having a State lowed College most intimately 
connected with the agricultural interests of the country. 
Hear, hear.) That was the second reason why Sir 
les Cameron and he took a very active interest in 

the promotion of the College. 
third reason, which probably would appeal to them 
more than even the others, and that was the intimate 
connection which there was between veterinary and 
human medicine, a connection so marked that the cele- 
brated Talleyrand, in the French Assembly, brought in 
a Bill which required that students of human medicine 
should first devote a certain number of years to veteri- 
nary medicine. The future of both professions were 





intimately bound up with each other. The future of 
veterinary medicine to a large extent would depend 
upon the development of animal substances in connec- 
tion with such obnoxious diseases as the plague, cholera, 
typhoid fever, etc., and it was only by the most perfect 
harmony of working between the veterinarians on the 
one hand and the disciples of human medicine on the 
other hand, that they would have the test progress 
in what was the common interest of both professions, 7.¢. 
the good of mankind. (Hear, hear.) 

He held, too, most strongly that in the recognition of 
veterinary medicine in the Uaiversition there ought to 
be no distinction between the degrees conferred on 
veterinarians and the degrees conferred upon ordinary 
»hysicians and surgeons, and with what influence he had 
1e would endeavour to see that in the National Univer- 
sity in Dublin that full equality would be meted out to 
veterinary surgeons in Ireland. (Hear, hear.) 

Just one personal allusion he would like to make. He 
was a physician. He held the post by their favour of 
President of the Veterinary College of Ireland. It was 
a very great distinction. At the same time it might 
appear anomalous that a professor of human medicine 
should hold the position of President of a veterinary 
College, but he had given them the reasons why a 
veterinary College was not concerned solely with the 
veterinary work that appertained to students of veteri- 
nary medicine. The College had other interests, he 
might say even greater interests than that of training 
students for the veterinary profession, so in that way 
possibly it would come to he regarded as a normal con- 
dition that he, as a physician, should be their President, 
at all events for a time. He had the most intense 
interest in the progress of the College. He had had the 
support of most 7 colleagues on the Board of 
Governors. He had been mixed up with a number of 
other bodies, but knew of none in which the proceedings 
were always so straight, above every suspicion, and not 
the slightest trace of a job of any kind; he believed the 
Board represented as pure a body of men as they could 
meet anywhere administering the affairs of a great insti- 
tution. (Hear, hear.) 

He had to thank them very much as a profession for 
the opportunity which they had given to him to promote 
the interests of the Veterinary College of Ireland, and 
as long as he was spared, and as long as it was their 
wish that he should hold that position, his services 
would be always at their disposal. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir CHARLES CaMERON, C.B., said he valued very 
highly the kindness of the Association in paying him 
the highest honour that it was in their power to confer, 
namely, to associate him with the great men, limited 
number as they were, who had been honoured by the 
Association making them Honorary Members. The 
natural gratification that they felt was heightened by 
the gracious and kindly, witty and symjathetic way in 
which they had been inducted by their distinguished 
President. 

In reference to an early passage in his life—the at- 
tempt to found a veterinary college—it might be of 
interest to some of them if he produced the original 
minute book of the first attempt to found a veterinary 
college in Ireland. [Sir Charles proceeded to read ex- 
tracts from the minute book, beginning with the records 
of the first meeting on Oct 2nd, 1860, until the final 
meeting when it was decided that the Royal Dublin 
Society having resolved to establish a ollniis it was 
impossible to carry on two attempts.] Considerable 
expense had been incurred in the effort, and he was 
pleased to say he did not allow any of his friends to 
suffer and he paid all the expense, which amounted to 
considerably over £100. e thought perhaps it was 
fortunate that attempt failed. That was fifty years ago, 
and here he was still, an example of the survival of the 
fittest. He was the only one of that committee still 
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existing, and he did not object to be existent for a few 


ears longer (Laughter). He could only again thank the 
4 sociation for the honour they had conferred upon 
of him. 


Sir CuristopHer NIxon proposed the toast of “ The 
President,” and said his election for a second term of 
office was in itself an indication of his worth and of its 
appreciation by the members of the Association. 

he toast was heartily honoured, and the President 
briefly acknowledged it. 

Sir CHaRLes CAMERON proposed a toast to “The 
Veterinary Medical Association of Lreland and success to 
it.” He said they were members of a profession that from 


every point of view ranked with the profession to which |" 


he mainly belonged—he belonged to three or four. 
(Laughter). So early in fact as the third century there 
was a most elaborate treatise on veterinary medicine by 
Vegetius, so that seventeen hundred years ago veterin- 
ary mediciné was a science. The progress that veterin- 
ary medicine had made during the long and dark period 
termed the middle ages was certainly no greater than 
that made by the medical profession, but it had this ad- 
vantage: while the most noxious and loathsome 
drugs were administered in the treatment of human 
disease, the poor dumb creatures had the same simple 
kind of treatment as at present. But in some respects 
the veterinary profession had not yet’attained the high 
standing the medical profession had with regard to some 
public departments. Many of them were not paid ade- 
quately for doing a similar kind of work. It was by an 
Association such as theirs that reforms in that matter 
could be accomplished. (Hear, hear). Sir Charles 
coupled with the toast the names of Mr. McKenny, Mr. 
Hedley, and Mr.*A. Watson. 

Mr. J. McKEenny, replying, said he had been attached 
to the Association from ay ae and the manner 
in which it had grown had been very pleasant to him. 

Mr. M. Hepuey thanked Sir Charles for the kind way 
he referred to him personally and, proceeding, he said 
that a number of years ago the veterinary surgeon had 
not quite that friendly feeling towards each other which 
he was glad to say they had now, and he thought that 
friendly feeling and good fellowship and desire to assist 
each other was largely due to the success which had fol- 
lowed the endeavours made by the officers of that Asso- 
ciation to look after their interests. When the Royal 
Institute of Public Health met in Dublin a veterinary 
section was held for the first time. That was considered 
a suitable occasion to try and link themselves together, 
and he, having been Secretary of that section, was asked 
to put his hand to, and assist in forming an Association 
with Mr. McKenny and Mr. Lambert. He was glad to 
say that from that day on the Association had grown 
not only in numbers, not only in influence in Ireland, 
but it had been the means of stimulating the veterinary 
brethren on the other side of the channel to take steps 
which they never thought of before. Before many years 
were over the veterinary profession in the Uni ing- 
dom would be able to command its own price. What 
was the price? It was not always money. It was in- 
fluence. There was a prestige which was only obtained 
under certain circumstances, and those circumstances, 





which they hoped would surround the veterinary pro- 
fession, were those which would show that the veterin- 
ary profession was one worthy of the esteem of all. (Hear, | 
hear). First as president, subsequently as treasurer, he | 
had had the pleasure of working with, and for, them. | 
That was the last night of his official position, and | 
another took up the work which he had ceased todo. | 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Grantham, on Thursday, Feb, 10. The chair was taken 
by the President, Mr. Geo. Lockwood, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Peterborough. Other members present were: Messrs. 
F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; J. W. Gresswell, H. Westga‘e 
Peterborough : C. Hartley, junr., Lincoln; R. W. 
Knowles, Wisbech ; T. A. Radkin, Grantham; C. W. 
Townsend, Long Stanton; and W. Hoole, Heck- 


D. 
"ihe President asked the members to join with him in 
passing a vote of condolence and sympathy with the 
widow and children of the late Prof. Axe, vo A death 
had taken place since the last meeting. All present 
reverently rose to signify assent. 

Mr. C. W. TOWNSEND (acting Secretary) read letters 
of apology for non-attendance from Messrs. G. B. 
Dickinson, H. C. Taylor, R. W. Grasby, W. K. Town- 
son, and T. B. Bindloss. 

The PRESIDENT reported the receipt of the following 
letter from the late Secretary : 


“Derby, Dee. 30, 1909. 
Dear Lockwood, 

Perhaps you will be surprised to hear I am leaving 
Derby in about three weeks time to join the Army 
Veterinary Corps, at Aldershot. So t sand accept my 
resignation of the Lincolnshire Veterinary Association 
as I shall be unable to attend any further meetings. I 
shall be glad to hear where I am to send the books, 
instruments, etc., belonging to the Association as early 
as you can, so that I can get the accounts, etc., squared 
up. With best wishes for New Year.—Yours sincerely, 

R. F. Berr.” 


The PRESIDENT said he replied wishing Mr. Bett every 
success in his new sphere, and regretting that they 
would not have his assistance at their proceedings in 
future. 

Mr. TOWNSEND suggested that a vote of thanks should 
be sent to Mr. Bett for his past services to this Associa- 
tion and wishing him every success in his new sphere. 

Mr. Goocn thereupon proposed a resolution to that 
effect, remarking that Mr. Bett had been a very active 
member. 

Mr. RupDKIN seconded, He was sorry so many of 
their young friends were leaving them for the Army. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. H. W. Percy, of Chatteris, proposed at the last 
meeting, was duly elected a member. 

The PREsIDENT said he regretted to hear that Mr. 
Percy was leaving the district for Ireland, having dis- 
posed of his practice, and it was decided to inform him 
that he been unanimously elected, but that he 
could withdraw if he thought fit. 

Mr. FRANK SuGDEN, of Grantham, was proposed 
as a member on proposition of Mr, T. Rudkin.—Mr. 
Townsend had much pleasure in seconding this, since 
they were in part old college friends. 

The TREASURER (Mr. Townsend) 


presented the 
balance sheet, with the bank i 


book, showing a 


| surplus of £23 17s. 6d., though there were outstanding 


cheques amounting to £3 not cleared. 


ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 
President.—Mr. Gresswell, Mr. Hoole, and Mr. Gooch 


Mr. A. Watson, in replying to the toast, said that expressed their inability to accept office this year, and on 


on all occasions which o 


ered an opportunity of advo-| the pi 


ition of Mr. Gooch, seconded by. Mr. Gress- 


cating the claims of the veterinary profession to Public | well, Mr. Tos. Hotes, of Bourne, was unanimously 
Health appointments, Sir Charles Cameron had spoken | elected. 


forcibly and fearlessly, particularly at the Congresses 
of the Royal Institute of Public Health. 


Vice-Presidents. — Messrs. Gro. Lockwoop, G. B. 


| Dickinson, and W. Grassy were elected. 
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Hon. Sec. and Treasurer.—On the proposition of Mr. 
Gresswell, seconded by Mr. Rudkin, Mr. Townsenp 
was cordially invited to accept the position. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, in accepting the joint offices, said he 
should be pleased to do all he could for the Asso- 
ciation. 

Auditors.—Messrs. T. A. KupKIN and FRANK Sue- 
DEN were appointed. 

Mr. GoocH suggested that all the members ofthe 
profession in Lincolnshire now outside Association be 
circularised to join it. 

Mr. GRESSWELL, in seconding, stated that there were 
many important subjects to the profession coming for- 
ward in which all members of the profession should 
take part. 

The resolution was carried. 

The Prestpent said he had received a letter from 
Mr. G. B. Dickinson, the delegate last year, enclosing a 
prsananes of the Public Health Congress at Birken- 
’ from July 18th to 23rd, and regretting that “that 
demon, sciatica, prevented him from bringing it.” 

Mr. Goocu said the Congress was of growing im- 
yvortance to the veterinary profession, and Sir John 
M‘Fadyean was to be the President of the Pathological 
Section this year. 

The PREstmDENT agreed that there was an increasing 
necessity for them to take their place in Public Health 
matters. 

Mr. Goocu said they made themselves felt at the last 
con, . The Veterinary Section had hitherto been in 
the background, only one of the profession out of 150 
being on the Council. That was, however, likely to be 
altered, and Sir John M‘Fadyean would look after their 
interests. 

on was ve yer my £1 1s. to the funds of ee 

ngress, and a delegate’s expenses upto £2 2s., Mr. 
F. L. Gooch then being elected to na Han se the Lincoln- 

shire Association. _ 


THE Proposep AMALGAMATION. 


The meeting then proceeded to discuss the proposed 
Amalgamation Scheme. 

The PresmpENtT: Shall we take the rules singly or as 
a whole ? 

Mr. KNowLEs proposed, and Mr. Rudkin seeonded, 
that they be taken en 4loc. 

Mr. GRESSWELL suggested that the feeling of all the 
members should be taken. If the amalgamation took 
ee they would all have to subscribe to the new 
National, and would lose their individuailty as an 
These rules, like the 119th Psalm, would 
take a long time to through. 

The PresipeNt: We must take the feeling of the 
meeting on the point of amalgamation. 

Mr. Goocu said he had taken part in 53 hours dis- 
cussion on the matter at the National and Midland 
meetings, and the latter was in favour of reconstitution. 
They had sent a delegate to the National meeting, and 
he had helped to frame the scheme, though it would not 
necessarily be accepted. The rules had been drawn up 
provisionally. 

The PRESIDENT said when he mentioned the matter 
he thought the ae y would be in favour of amalga- 
mation. Perhaps Mr. Gooch would give them a sum- 
mary of what had been done. 

Mr. Goocu then went through the proposed rules seria- 
tim, pointing out firstly that the Committee were not 
unanimous as to the inclusion of the word “ Medical ” in 
the title (Rule 1). It was, he said, considered unnecessary 
to have divisions and branches, but from the parent 
Society—the “National ”—there would be three off- 
shoots, the North, the South, and the Eastern. The 
existing local societies would not be interfered with 
(Rule 14) Rules 15 and 12 were antagonistic. Local 


Association, 


bodies would pay a subscription to be decided upon by 
themselves, and their treasurer would have to send a, 
fee of 10/6 for each member to the General Treasurer of 
the Association. It was intended to allocate part of 
this sum to benevolent and defence purposes (Rule 16). 
It was intended to substitute for Rule 17, No. 23 of the 
ordinary rules of the National. Rule 18 contemplated 
the issue of an official organ of the Association. The 
Council were to call a special general meeting on the 
requisition of 20 members, not 30, as at first suggested, 
15 to form a quorum at such meeting (Rule 21 and 24) 
As to Rule 38, it was considered that every member of 
existing associations would be a member of the National. 
Copies of papers to be read would be sent to every 
member and “taken as read” at the annual meeting. 

The PRESIDENT said they ought to thank Mr. Gooch 
for pointing out the alterations to the proposed rules 
agreed upon. Personally he had not had time to go 
through them. 

Mr. RupkIN said he had been a member of both 
Societies and shoukl continue to be whilst in the pro- 
fession. It might be good to amalgamate, but they did 
not want to do away with their own parent Society. 
Some might object to pay subscriptions to both the 
Lincolnshire Society and the National. It was, of 
course, to everybody’s interest to get all Societies 
together. Many of the proposed rules were useless, but 
the movers in the matter had the interest of the profess- 
ion at heart. He thought the matter ought to be 
adjourned to the next meeting at Peterborough, and that 
if they did join the National that the decision should be 
natural. 

Mr. Goocu repeated that the reconstitution scheme 
would not interfere one iota with their focal work. They 
would carry on the Lincolnshire Society as they had 
hitherto done, but matters of general interest to the pro- 
fession would go to the National Society. They would 
have their local meetings just the same. The only 
thing he was doubtful about was as to whether they 
could get all their members to pay one guinea instead 
of half-a-guinea. It did not follow that they should 
subscribe several sums, but half-a-guinea for each mem- 
ber would go to the National. He could pay to any 
other Society he liked. That, he thought, was the crux 
of the whole matter. 

The PresipeNT: That is the one point where the 
great difficulty will be—the matter of subscription. 

Mr. Rupk1n:: Yes, people might say “I won't pay 
another half-guinea, and shall resign.” 

Mr. Goocn thought the payment of the extra half-a- 
guinea would be fully compensated for in the benevolent 
and defence funds. 

Mr. KNow.esthoughtthey should consider how it would 
benefit them as an Association and as individual mem- 
bers. If they went into the objects and principles of the 
National they would find they were already catered for. 
He agreed with Mr. Gooch that general questions which 
were of interest to the whole profession should be in the 
hands of the Council, and if they paid a subscription they 
should safeguard the interests of the profession. They 
now had the Mutual Defence Association, with its 
headquarters at Manchester, and they also had the 
Mutual Benevolent Fund. If they were called upon as 
professional men to pay an increased subscription they 
ought to see they were getting some benefit in return 
they did not get from any other body. He was afraid 
the meetings of this new body weal be at places where 
they could not attend. They had their three meetings a 
year, which were pleasant little gatherings they all liked 
to come to. The question is, would the National meet- 
ings be held where a certain proportion could attend. 
They always send a delegate to the Public Health Con- 


gress. 
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Mr. Goocu said they sent Mr. Bett as a delegate last 
year to the National meeting at Harrogate, and Mr. Dick- 
inson to the Public Health Congress at Hull. 

The PRESIDENT: Quite so, but I do not think the 
attendance of Mr. Bett committed us as an Association. 

Mr. Goocu said he did not agree with Mr. Gresswell 
as to sending notices to members again, but that they 
should settle it to-day. 

Mr. KNOWLEs : Will you take a vote to-day ? 

The Presipent : No, I think not. 

Mr. KNow.es: Or otherwise I propose we are not 
favourable to amalgamation. 

Mr. Rupkrn : Postpone it to next meeting. 

Mr. Goocn : Then you won’t be represented at the 
National meeting, which will be held before you meet 
again. Mr. Knowles had said there is a Defence and 
Benevolent Fund. Yes, but they would cease to exist. 

Mr. Rup«rn : I don’t think the Manchester Society 
will cease to exist. 

Mr. Goocn: The National meeting is in July, but 
nothing will be done until replies from the Associations 
have been received, 

Mr. TowNSEND : Our next meeting is before July. 

Mr. Rupxin : They don’t want to rush it. I ama 
member, as I said, of the National, but I should not like 
to see our Society over-ruled. 

Mr. Goocu : The question is, Are we in favour of the 
principle ? 

The Prestpent: They want our vote for or against. 

Mr. GRESSWELL expressed the opinion that they must 
keep the work “ Medical” to the front. For one thing 
it ahoweil exemption from jury service. He thought 
that every ieaabee should be asked to say whether he 
was for or against the scheme. 

The PRESIDENT suggested that the members be asked 
to inform the Secretary whether they were in favour or 
against amalgamation. 

Mr. Goocu: I shall propose now a resolution in 
favour of the principle of the amalgamation scheme. 

Mr. Rupkrn : I am not in favour of putting it to the 
meeting to-day. 

Mr. Goocu : We have had it before us since last June, 
and we have had the rules before every member for five 
or six months. If we cannot get the opinion of business 
men in six months we shan’t in twelve months. 

Mr. Know tgs : I shall propose that we, as an Associ- 
ation, are not in favour of the amalgamation scheme as 
at present submitted to the profession. 

Mr. GRESSWELL seconded, insisting that it would be 
unfair if all the members of the Lincolnshire Associa- 
tion had not an opportunity of giving as opinion before 
the question of joining the National was positively set- 
tled. There were some objections to the amalgamation, 
and he did not think they should tie the hands of the 
other members. 

Mr. Westeate seconded Mr. Gooch’s resolution pro 
Jorma. 

On Mr. Knowles’ amendment being put, six voted for 
it, and no hands being put up for Mr. Gooch’s resolution, 
the amendment was carried nemine contradicente. 


PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Rupk1n exhibited a navicular bone from an aged 
hunter showing a transverse fracture. The accident no 
doubt occurred after jumping a fence, as the animal was 
dead lame after landing. 

Mr. TowNnsEND asked if the fracture was diagnosed 
before slaughter. 

Mr. RupkIn stated that although he was suspicious 
that a fractured navicular bone existed at the time, yet 
it was one of those difficult cases in which one does not 
like to be too positive in giving our opinion, since the 
symptoms shown in this case were very similar to those 
shown in some cases of fractured os pedis and os 
corone, 





Mr. TownsEnD exhibited a tumour which he had 
recently taken from the roof of the pharynx of a bullock. 
He was of opinion that these phary tumours were 
more common than was generally believed. It all cattle 
showing chronic dyspnoea he always made a careful 
examination of the pharyngeal cavity: the best and 
easiest way of doing this was with the Huish mouth 
gag, the instrument enabling one to make a much better 
examination than with the ordinary mouth gag. He 
always removed such growths with the ecraseur, and 
such cases very seldom require any after treatment, 
especially if the tumour is pedunculated, as is frequently 
the case, as then only a small wound is left to heal. He 
always cast and placed the animal on its back to per- 
form the operation, and if, as is sometimes the case, the 
breathing is very distressed, it is advisable to put in a 
tracheotomy tube temporarily —— to www 3 

On the proposition of Mr. Rudkin, seconded by Mr, 
Knowles, a hearty vote of thanks was given to the re- 
tiring President, who took the chair at a recherché 
dinner, daintily served by the hostess of “ The George,” 
the toast list being confined to “The King,” and “Our 
next merry meeting.” Owing to departing trains having 
to be caught, the members separated with fervent hopes 
that there were no long journeys into the Fens awaiting 
them on their return home. 

The next meeting will take place in June at Peter- 
borough. 





Vetting’ of Horses. 


The Glasgow Stallion Show was notable mainly for 
the results of the “vetting” of the competitors for the 
Cawdor Cup and the a Shield. Last year, when 
the “ vetting” of the competitors for the Cawdor Cup 
was commenced, and Principal McCall was the sole 
veterinary inspector of the Show, there was only one 
horse rejected. Encouraged by this result the joint- 
committees of the Clydesdale Horse Society and the 
G w Agricultural Society decided to appoint two 
veterinary arbiters: Messrs. Robb, G w, and Ruther- 
ford, Edinburgh—with Principal McCall as referee. The 
two veterinary arbiters got through their work without 
any disagreement, so that the veteran Principal was 
not ‘called upon to act at all. As the result of their 
“ vetting,” eight out of fifteen competitors were “cast” 
on the score of hereditary unsoundness. This was a 
perfectly phenomenal proportion of the best horses at the 
show to be “ cast” as being affected with hereditary un- 
soundness. At least one animal which last year was 
passed by Principal McCall as an aged horse “went 
down” in the massacre at Glasgow. It is understood 
that five of the animals which were put hors de combat 
of the veterinary arbiters were “cast” on the score of 
wind troubles, two were “cast” on the score of side- 
bones, and one was “cast” on account of spavin. As 
the result of the extraordinary rigour of the veterinary 
arbiters a feeling of dismay has been caused among ex- 
hibitors. Quite a number of animals that were “cast ” 
belonged to prominent members of the Clydesdale Horse 
Society, and the Glasgow Agricultural Society, who were 
formerly advocates of a rigid system of “ vetting,” but 
whether these owners pte a to advocate that 
> now that its effects have been brought home to 
themselves is another question. In any case it seems 
quite clear that if this rigid system of “ vetting” is to 
be continued the entries for the Cawdor Cup and Bry- 
don Shield competitions at the next Gl w Show will 
be greatly restricted if they be not conspicuous by their 
absence altogether. It may also be asked whether 
veterinary scientists are agreed among themselves as to 
what constitutes hereditary unsoundness, and also 
whether they are agreed in their diagnosis in particular 
cases, The latter question can be easily answered by 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 7o 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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; London 8 } 
( 1909... J 38 | 34 15 | 30 North. 29] 28 | 397 
Corresponding week in 1908 ... 20 35 Bif78 14 30 | hampton 1 41 30 110 
| 1907... 1s ; 19 23 61 | Northum- 24 39 185 
rgor ie: T Speke ee BE ee: ~ | berland 1 ; a ft 
‘Total for 8 weeks, 1910 ae --. | 239 286 55 172 Surrey : go 234 188 | 1379 
| | Midlothian 
( 1909 ...] 230 | 312 86 219 |(exEdin.) 2] 294] 238 | 1836 
Corresponding period in { 1908 ... | 207 301 2 | lll 129445 | j 453 225 986 
{ 1907 ...] 145 | 185 151 | 359 | 265} 298 1301 








Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 22, 1910. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 






































IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 12 | Si | | 1 22 1 
> ¢ 1909 i aE geree ee 2 24 ep ues? 
Corresponding Week in - 1908 om 1 28 2 | 44 
‘s | 1907 Meee Meee fee 2 10 1 | 193 
sees 
Total for 7 weeks, 1910 ov: Oe Ea e seees esr, Ue 16 156 5 | 213 
4 a } 

SROGR sete ache Bile [esd read >| 18 116 s| 13 
Corresponding period in {1908 ... Gah: & ee 4 164 22 | 408 
oO nen Epeaes wan tithes 21 98 27 | 478 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 16, 1910 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 











aera new aw ome — 


the fact that the owners of the horses “cast” at Glas-| ticularly diseases of the nervous system—are, un- 
gow could easily get—and have doubtless already got doubtedly. hereditary, but it is a huge mistake to “cast” 
—certificates from eminent veterinary surgeons certify- | a horse as affected with hereditary unsoundness for a 
ing that these horses are all perfectly free from here- | merely temporary defect, or for a defect which may be 
ditary unsoundness. In regard to wind troubles it is | the result. of an accident.—Zhe North British Agri- 
easy to understand that highly-fed stallions, brought | eudturist. 

out for show at the commencement of their season, 


may have a thickness of wind which would disappear 

if they were put into hard work for a_ time. inven j How to Improve the Clydesdale. 
roaring, which is one of the so-called hereditary de- Possibly there is something to be said by way of 
fects for which a horse may be cast, is rarely trans- | adverse criticism against the severity of the test to which 





mitted to the progeny. The great thoroughbred, Or- | big draught horses are subjected for their wind, and on 
monde, was a roarer, but he never left a roarer among this aspect of the question the veterinary inspectors may 
his numerous progeny. Similarly, the great thorough- | see fit to revise their methods. The unsoundness to 
bred, Hermit, formerly owned by Mr. Chaplin, M.P., | which reference is now specially made is of a much more 
was affected with spavin—which is another of the so- | Serious character. -It affects the practical usefulness of 
called hereditary diseases—and yet his progeny were | the draught horse, and it is not developed or retarded 
noted for their good and sound hocks. As the Director | by showyard training. We refer to unsoundness in feet 
of the Royal Stud at Trakehnen says in his recently | and limbs. As was pointed out last week in the report 
published book on Horse Breeding in Theory and | of the show, far too many stallions of the more immed- 
Practice :— ~ posh see kare: - have been affected ap apace 
aes " | The origin of this wre-eminence is quite easily traced, 
_ The Derb —— aoe had mas | and the fact is undoubted that the iainenen He been 
in the near oe » as his is : oye hic ~omeady His | fatal to the best interests of the breed. A determined 
the London migevbomat A rau ustinetly fled in \ | effort must be made to eliminate this unsoundness, and 
ve aaa toe To ety tet “re Bh — | in order to do this something more is required than the 
and strong hoe ‘nal ff “04 yo nown OF one single ON | veterinary inspection for the Brydon Shield and the 
spring of Hermit suffermg from spavin. | Cawdor Cups. That inspection is good as far as it goes, 
The famous Clydesdale stallion, Prince of Wales, was | but it does not go far enough. Unless something is 
“cast” by the late Principal Williams as being unsound, : done to enhance the value of the entires which are free 
and it would have been a very serious loss to the Clydes- | of sidebones, the mischief cannot be obviated. 
dale breed had that great horse been boycotted by | Highland and Agricultural Society could do more than 
breeders on account of his supposed hereditary unsound- | any other to help in this much-needed reform. Its sys- 
ness. Some of the ills that horse flesh is heir to—par- | tem of subsidies to district horse-breeding societies gives 
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it an immense leve and its strong financial position 

enables it to dictate its terms with an emphasis which | 
no other society in Scotland can command. Let the, 
Highland Society appoint certain members of the veter- | 
inary profession resident in different parts of the country | 
to be Its veterinary inspectors. Let it be made a con- 

dition of the payment of its grants to horse-breeding 

societies that horses hired with the aid of these grants | 
must as sound by these inspectors. This | 
would do more to enhance the value of the horses which 
passed than any other system that could be adopted. It 
would put an additional premium upon the sound horse, | 
and this is urgently required. Nothing is so effective 

in improving a breed as the use of sound sires.—Scottish 

Farmer. 


; Death from Glanders. 
Dear Su, 


The death of Dr. John Herbert Wells at the early age 
of 30, adds another name to the list of those who have 
lost their lives in the cause of scientific medical research. 

After distinguishing himself in original research, Dr. 
Wells joined the Department of Therapeutic Inocula- 
tion at St. Mary’s Hospital, where this branch of treat- 
ment was advanced materially by his labours. 

In February, 1908, Dr. Wells undertook investigation 
of the treatment of glanders, and m the course of labor- 
atory work, which resulted in saving the life of the 
patient from this, till then, hopeless disease, contracted 
infection himself and died after 18 months suffering on 
the 16th October, 1909, leaving a widow and two small 
children almost totally unprovided for. 

Throughout his long illness Dr. Wells’ constant hope 
was to return to the work, in the cause of which he had 
suffered so severely. He was held in high esteem by 
the members of his prea, and his thoroughness 
and personality won him many friends, as the obituary 
notice in The 
rich with promise and was laid down with manly forti- 
tude as the penalty of his scientific zeal. 

A Committee has been formed consisting of : 

The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P. 

The Earl of Dalhousie. 

Lord Justice Fletcher Moulton. 

Sir Almroth Wright, M.D., F.R.S. 

Messrs. H, A. Harben 

(late Chairman of St. Mary’s Hospital). 
Julian G. Lousada, 
Edmund Arthur Smith (of Stock Exchange), 

Dr. W. H. Willcox ; 
and they now appeal to the public for donations to a 
fund to be held in trust for Dr. Wells’ widow and 
children. 

The Committee (on whose behalf | write) feel strongly 
that in sueh a case as this, where a man has laid down 
his life in trying to relieve the suffering of mankind, it 
is eminently fitting that some recognition should be 
made of his work, and they have full confidence that the 
public will make a ready response to their appeal. 

All contributions sent to me will be gratefully 
acknowledged.—Yours faithfully, 

F. T. STANLEY, M.R.C.V.8. 
Montague Street, Boro, S.E. 


The Fifteenth Annual Dinner of the Guy’s Dental 
Society was held in the Empire ms, Trocadero 
Restaurant, on Saturday, Feb. 12th. 
Mr. H. P. Aubrey (son of Mr. T. Aubrey, M.R.c.v.s., 
Bristol are re the chair, and presided over a most 
successful and enjoyable gathering. No less than 197 
members and visitors were present, last year’s record of 
152 being thus well beaten. 


ancet abundantly testified. His life was | 


The President, | 


An Irish Appointment. 


At the monthly meeting of the Boyle No. 1 District 
Council, held in the Board Room on Saturday, Mr. John 
Keaveny presiding :— 

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS ORDER. 


The Local Government Board wrote as follows :— 
With reference to the entry on the subject contained in 


‘minutes of proceedings on the 6th inst., and previous 


correspondence. Iam directed by the Local Govern- 
ment rd to state that in view of the undertaking 


| 


iven to the Council by Mr. R. P. Hans to reside in 

yle and to endeavour to provide, when necessary, 
a substitute resident in that locality, the as noti- 
tied in the final paragraph of their letter, will raise no 
objection to the appointment of Mr .Hans as Chief 
Dairy Inspector in fe Rural District, under the general 
Dairies Order for a period of 12 months at a salary of 
£25 a year, already sanctioned. 

Mr. Coleman said this was a very bad time of the 
ear for farmers to make changes, as they were very 
usy. He asked if the operation of the Ret could be 

suspended till about May. 

Clerk : It has to be put in operation. 

Mr. Beirne: The inspectors are in our hands, and 
must receive their instructions from us. 

Mr., Coleman : I am afraid if we once appoint the 
ofticials they will have to start right away. 

Mr. Beirne : There is a great deal of preliminary work 
to be done first. As we told the inspector, we will not 
allow the Act to be put in force stringently at once. 

Mr. Gannon : Your own act (laughter.) 

Clerk: Now Mr. Hans, when will you be ready to 

| take up duty ? 

Mr. Hans: Whenever the Council direct, but from 
what has been said it is not much use in doing anything 
till May. 

Mr. Beirne : You can go over the ones who arealready 

istered. 

r. Hans: Certainly. 
Mr. Coleman: We want the people to understand 
that nothing of a stringent nature will be done till after 


pril. 

Mr. Hans : I understand that. 

It was decided that Mr. Hans commence duty on the 
| Ist of March.— The Roscommon Herald. 


A Conviction. 


At the Durham Assizes on Tuesday last, Adam Mel- 
‘rose Porteous. M.R.C.V.8., was sentenced to six months 
hard labour for mage a Medical Doctor, Mr. 
| W. J. Porteous, and the d M.D.,B.CH. Defendant 

leaded guilty to the use of the name W. J. Porteous, 
_ but put in a plea that the charge against him of obtain- 
_ing money by false pretences from the authorities of the 
ia Asylum must fail because he had rendered 
efficient services for the payment received. The Judge 
deferred ing sentence until Wednesday morning. 
A. M. Porteous’ name was removed from the Register 
in 1908 under Section 5, Sub-section (4). 


Cold Air Treatment 
The treatment of certain diseases common to tropical 


~~ | districts of Africa, by subjecting the sufferer to a cold 


! 


and dry atmosphere is at present occupying the attention 
of the authorities of the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine. The idea of treating sleeping sickness, to 
which yn i gt have proved very susceptible, by a 
cold air met was suggested to experts at the Liver- 
pool School of Tropical Medicine some months ago, and 
a series of ee to test the efficacy of the method 
was instituted. 
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OBITUARY. 


PETER GALLOWAY, M.RB.C.V.8., Perth. 
Graduated, Edin: April, 1861. 


Mr. Galloway died on Feb. 22. Aged 69 years. 








METHYLENE BLUE AND PIROPLASMS. 
Sir, 

It is evident Mr. Flook has made an error. The gentle- 
man he is referring to is Mr Jas. Brand, F R.c.v.s., Veter- 
inary Inspector of the Board of Agriculture, who was sent 
out to Nigeria by the Colonial Office. Mr. F. R. Brandt is 
in British East Africa, and never wrote anything about piro- 
plasm treatment.—Yours truly, 

M.R.C.V.S. 


YOUTHFUL PRECOCITY. 
Sir, 

In Farm and Home | notice a report of ‘‘ an interesting 
paper read before the Royal Veterinary College Veterinary 
Medical Association, Mr. T. Faithfull Davies describes 
Bang’s system of eradicating tuberculosis from cattle 
herds.’’ The report ends with the following paragraph in 
brackets : 

[Mr. Faithfull Davies is prepared to lecture on Tubercu- 
losis and its Eradication by Bang’s Method before any 
farmers’ club if a mutually convenient time can be 
arranged] . 

I believe the author is still a student at the College. 
—Yours, etc., F.R.C.V.S. 


UNION OF VETERINARY ASSOCIATIONS. 

In your issue of the 12th inst. you publish a reply from 
‘Vis unita fortior’’ to a letter of mine which appeared 
in your issue of the 5th inst., under the above heading. 

The writer assumes that I have mustered all my forces 
of defence of the amended scheme, and if not, states that 
his communication will provide grounds upon which to 
base further arguments in favour of my amendments. I 
am pleased that the little which I have said of the amended 
scheme has so impressed ‘‘ Vis unita fortior’’: indeed, it 
only requires to be studied in order for one to be impressed 
in its favour, and I venture to predict that the more it is 
studied. the more will the importance of its adoption be 
revealed ; it requires no eloquence or abstruse arguments 
to set forth its advantages, and the closer the criticism 
upon it, the clearer and more fascinating become its 
claims. demonstrating that it is the true medium of band- 
ing the profession together, so that with our united 
strength we will be able to break the bonds which hold us 
back from attaining the position to which our knowledge 
and skill entitle us. In my former letter I did not intend 
to do more than contrast the schemes, but apparently the 
7 of the one over the other was so great that 
‘* Vis unita fortior'’ jumped to the conclusion that I had 
mustered all my forces in defence of, as he calls it, my 
amendment, which I am sorry I cannot claim as entirely 
my own, but he states if this assumption of his is not 
correct, his letter will provide me with arguments in favour 
of the amendments; this he certainly has done, viz., he 
states ‘In the first place, it is manifestly unfair to call the 
amendment the Second scheme."’ I quite with him, 
as it is the only scheme up to the present which has been 
submitted to the profession for the ‘‘ Union of Veterinary 
Societies,’’ the other scheme is the proposed ‘‘ Recon- 
struction of the National Veterinary Association and Union 
of Veterinary Societies.’’ Thus, the scheme, which for 
amicable reasons was submitted as an amendment, really is 
The Scheme’ and the other is only a subterfuge of some 

or persons who would hke to place the National 
i over all the other Veteri Asso- 


Association eterinary 
ciations, blinded with the ambition, though others could see 





that it would only be the glory of a passing hour, and that 
it must then vanish like the bright reflection of the 
setting sun on the dark clouds which forecast bad 
weather. 

The subterfuge which I refer to is the fact that the Com- 
mittee were appointed to draw up a scheme of amalgama- 
tion of Veterinary Associations, whereas they allowed to go 
forward the scheme, viz., Proposed reconstruction of the 
National Veterinary Association and Union of Veterinary 
Societies, and'I have no doubt that, at the time, they acted 
to the best of their abilities. Therefore, in future, the 
schemes should be called, as they are, the scheme for the 
Union of Veterinary Associations, and the scheme for the 
Reconstitution of the National Veterinary Association. 

‘* Vis unita fortior’’ next complains that some of the 
rules are the same in both schemes : if he takes the trouble. 
he will find that—in many respects—the rules of all asso- 
ciations are similar, indeed almost exactly the same, yet 
the main features are quite different, and this is precisely 
what is the case in the schemes under consideration. 

‘*Vis unita fortior'’ states—I ‘‘again raise the bogey 
that a reconstructed Nations] Veterinary Association would 
interfere with the rights of the existing Societies,’’ and 
goes on to say that ‘‘it has been pointed out more than 
once by Dr. Charnock Bradley that there is no intention of 
tampering with the internal working of the local societies. 
This isan admission that, as the rules are at present drawn 
up, the interests of the local societies would be interfered 
with, but that in drawing them up this was not the inten- 
tion. I presume the Societies do not care very much what 
the Chairman’s intentions may bave been when drawing 
up the rules, we are now considering what the rules set 
forth, and if they are ambiguous, or if their plain interpre- 
tation is against the interest of the Societies, then it is to be 
hoped that they will not be adopted in their present un- 
satisfactory form. 

The next sentence is an obvious electioneering device, 
viz., ‘‘ Let us, in charity, take it for granted that the Com- 
mittee consists of honest and truthful men, it is something 
less than kind to regard them as unprincipled ruffiians.’’ 
From this it would appear to those who had not read my 
letter that I had in it at least inslnuated this abominable 
refiection upon the Committee ; this I stigmatise as a gross 
misrepresentation of the truth. This gentleman, under the 
nom de guerre of ‘‘ Vis unita fortior,’’ is by no means parti- 
cular in interpreting what I have written, as in another 
sentence I stated ‘the money would be expended as the 
National Association thought fit, as set forth in Rule 3 for 
the following pu .’ This is his comment on the 
foregoing—‘‘ In the same paragraph (the second paragraph 
of Mr. McKenny’s reply) fear, nay, the conviction, is ex- 
pressed that the local societies would have to collect money 
for the National Veterinary Association to spend any way 
it pleased.”’ 

In my statement it will be noticed I refer to the absolute 
rule as to how the money is to be expended, whereas he 
attempts to make it appear that I had stated that the 
National Veterinary Association could spend the money in 
any way which it pleased ; this drawing of the red herring 
across the scent is a foxy trick, but sensible men are not to 
be deluded in this manner; here, again, ‘‘ Vis unita for- 
tior '’ displays his weakness in defending the scheme of re- 
constructing the National Veterinary Association as a 
means of uniting the veterinary societies. Rule 3 of the 
reconstitution of the National Veterinary Association reads 
as follows :— 

‘*The income and property of the Association, from 
whatever source derived, shall be applied solely towards 
the promotion of the objects of the Association as herein set 
forth."’ 

Clause 3 of the objects reads as follows :— 

‘The granting of money or the assistance in procuring 
funds for the promotion of in veterinary science.’ 

My comment on that clause was—'‘‘ This is a most 
worthy object, and no doubt would be a fairly lucrative ap- 
pointment for some scientist—veterinary or otherwise—and 
the time may come when our profession can afford to be- 
come philanthropic enough to do what at present the State 
should pay us for doing.”’ 
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The clause definitely states that one of the objects of the 
Association would be to grant money for promoting re- 
search in veterinary science, and we have no right to 
assume that the intent of the clause is to find some enthus- 
iast who is willing to devote his life to research work, and 
we would encourage him by giving him some small grants 
to assist in defraying his expenses ; this may be sophistry. 
but such clauses should be expunged from the rules. 

In my letter I drew attention to a clause in the scheme 
whereby the Association would be compelled to undertake 
‘‘ the investigation and settlement of professional grievances 
and disputes between members.’’ This ‘‘ Vis unita fortior ’’ 
criticises as ‘‘ another bogey is again raised in saying that 
the dutiés of the Registration Committee of the R.C.V.8. 
would be usurped,’’ and goes on to say ‘‘ any attempt by 
any organisation to interfere with the rights and privileges 
of the R.C.V.S. would be suicidal.’’ I quite agree with 
him, and therefore draw attention to the clause so that it 
can be deleted. 

In his desire to uphold the scheme as: it stands, he pro- 
ceeds to inform us that ‘‘ those who have charge of the 
scheme, we may be well assured, are alive to this.’’ It is 
fair to assume that previous to the scheme being submitted 
for discussion, the error was overlooked, and it is for each 
member of the profession to assist the Committee in mak- 
ing the rules as perfect as possible, and those who go to 
some little trouble in drawing attention to what appear to 
them to be defects in the rules should rot meet with vindic- 
tive criticism, and I feel sure that when the Committee 
next meet to discuss the scheme they will feel obliged to all 
who have rendered them assistance in this most difficult 
and important matter. 

‘Vis unita fortior,’’ states ‘It is surely the simplest 
matter to arrange with bacteriologists in different parts of 
the country for examination at reduced fees of materials 
sent by members.’ 

Let this gentleman try and make satisfactory arrange- 
ments to carry out this object, as set forth in the scheme, 
and I have no doubt that he will arrive at the same opinion 
that I have expressed, viz., that it would be most difficult, 
or even impossible to carry out. 

I am sorry that I did not make myself clearly understood 
as regards the remarks which I made respecting the 
objects as set forth in the National scheme. Some of the 
objects I approve of as being most worthy, but, for the 
reasons which I adduced, hold that they should not be de- 
fined as they were, and in the scheme for the Union of 
Veterinary Associations we took care that they were care- 
fully avoided, not even mentioned, but they can be included 
in broad expressive terms, viz., ‘‘ The promotion and ad- 
vancement of veterinary and allied sciences, and the main. 
tenance of the honour and interests of the members of 
the affiliated associations and the profession to which they 
belong."’ 

‘‘ Vis unita fortior’’ seems to have a sublime, dreamy 
idea that a periodical published by a scientific association 
would not interfere with the unfortunate journals which have 
been catering for that particular profession, but I assure 
him that where pounds, shillings, and pence are concerned, 
the realities of life must be considered ; thus, if the Asso- 
ciation became its owner publisher, it follows that the pub- 
lishers of veterinary periodicals must so far in this manner 
suffer, and if the printed matter referred to is limited, then 
it would be foolish to go to the expense of becoming 
publishers; but, on the other hand, if it is voluminous, 
then the existing veterinary publications would suffer 
considerably. 

“ Vis unita fortior "' in his next sentence states that I am 
absolutely unwarranted in stating that ‘‘the rules of the 
First scheme (National)- have been fully discussed by some 
very influential Associations, and they have come to the 
conclusion that it is impracticable,’’ but he immediately 
goes on to state that ‘‘ two Societies, including the one re- 
sponsible for the amendment, have come to some such con- 
clusion."’ This is an admission that the statement which he 
had said was unwarrantable was in reality critically correct; 
his expressed sympathy for me at having made the state- 
ment referred to is very generous on his part, and it may 


seem unkind of me to draw special attention to his repeated 
glaring misrepresentations, and his rash attempts to uphold 
in their integrity the rules of a scheme which are under 
consideration for alteration or deletion as may be found 
most judicious. 

In the initial stage, the bolstering up of a rule or rules is 
most unwise, and those who do so are not the real friends of 
the scheme; those who really have the interests of the 
object at heart criticise every rule most particularly so as 
to make'them as a whole as perfect as possible. He accuses 
me of being biassed against one scheme and in favour of the 
other ; such may appear to be the case from what I have 
written, but the position which I wish to take in this most 
important matter, and which I ask all others to take, is this 
—perfect independence, that no matter which scheme a rule 
belongs to, it should receive exactly the same consideration. 
I am hopeful that when the Committee meet they will not 
adopt either of the schemes as they now stand. 

I desire it to be understood that I have by no means ex- 
hausted my supply of criticisms on the letter of ‘‘ Vis unita 
fortior,’’ but I have written at some considerable length, 
and for the present must draw my remarks to a conclusion. 
However, I have ample material left over to deal with any 
points raised in the future by this géntleman, and have no 
doubt that the readers of both our communications will 
arrive at the conclusion that he has been most unfortunate 
in his deductions. 

In conclusion, I would like to impress on every member 
of the profession the importance of their contributing their 
individual assistance in this matter. I know a great many 
form a most erroneous opinion of their individual er of 
assistance, and merely await events. Others predict it will 
never come to anything, and therefore that it is not worth 
their while to lose time over it, and a great many more, 
without much reflection form the opinion that it is a good 
idea—that all Veterinary Societies be united in forwarding 
and upholding the interests and rights of the profession, but 
that it is impracticable. For these and many other reasons 
a large majority of the profession do not attend meetings 
held to discuss the subject, nor do they send their views to 
the Veterinary Associations to which they belong, nor con- 
tribute articles on the subject to the journals ; these are said 
to be the apathetic. And yet andther class of gentleman— 
the self-sufficient, unyielding know-all, who because he has 
said this or that on a subject considers it must therefore be 
right, and that no one should dare to question the accuracy 
of the statement as it had come from him, the fouutain of 
unerring wisdom: bnt how few we find having the interest 
of the profession so much at heart that they will give not 
only their time and money to advance it, but are anxious 
and willing to’consider the opinions of others, and should 
they believe the latter to be better than their own, advocate 
them. I appeal to all to seriously and unbiassedly enter 
into this matter, and if not for the sake of the nobler 
reasons, then for the sordid yet great universal incentive of 
£s.d, There can be no question as to the beneficial re- 
sults if the Associations agree to a workable scheme which 
will unite them together.—Yours truly, 

Jas. McKenny 


TRADE OR PROFESSION. 
Sir, 

I herewith enclose advertisement from The Yorkshire 
Post, and it will reply to the cutting from the Nottingham 
Gas Committee for agtender to attend their horses which 
was sent by Mr. Gibbings, of Nottingham. ‘It simply shows 
that the practitioner combines the trades, and it is the duty 
of the professional man to put his house in order before 
he complains.—Yours truly, 

M.R.C.V.S. 





VETERINARY SURGEON has vacancy for PUPIL’ 
good chance of thorough knowledge, including horse 
dealing ; close to three packs of hounds; premium for 
tuition, with board and lodging, £80 per annum. M.R.c.V.s, 
P. 144, The Yorkshire Post, Leeds, 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Association or Veterinary Orricers or Hearty 
Pres: Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, ¥F.n.c.v.s., Health Office, Sheffield 
Hon, Sec. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.2.0.Vv.s., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.2.0.v.8., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.n.c.v.s., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Horr V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


Centra V.8. 
Pres. Mr. T. Salnatary. i M.B.C.Y.S., 
Essex Lodge, Brixton Hill, 8.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.v.s., 
122 St. George’ s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p-m 
Centra Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centra V.A. or RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon. Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, ™ R.c.v.s., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.x.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.z.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, m.z.c.v.s. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guiascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hen. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELanp. 
Pres; Mr. J. Holland, m r.c v.s., Athy 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Watson, M.R.c.v.s., 
Municipal Buildings, Cork Hill, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Prof. Craig, u.a., Royal Vety. Coll., Dablin. 


Lancasuine V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. Eaton Jones, u.n.0.v.8., Walton, Liverpool 
Hon. Traes: Mr. W. Packman, M.8.0.v.8., Bury, Lancs. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. G, H. Locke, m.8.0.v.s., 
Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Luxcotnsuine V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. T. Holmes, m.n.c.v.s., Bourne 
Hon. See: & Treas: Mr. C. W. Townsend, r.n.0.v.s., 
Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Liverroot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. B. Wolatenholme, r.n.c.v.s., 
102 Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sees: Prof. H. E. Annett, The University, 
Arnold Richardson, M.RB.O.V.8., 
111 Arundel Avenue, Liverpool 
seit May. July, October, January. 
et. Assn. or Mantrosa. 
Pres: Mr. J. Weldit Roland 
Gon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Trevor Spencer, M.8.¢.v.8., 
Montague House, Kettering 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 


Naat Verertnary Mepicat Assocation. 
Pres. Mr. H. Watkins Pitchford, Govt. Bacteriologist, 
Pietermaritzburg 
Hon. Scc. & Treas. Mr. J. B. Collyer, 
Vety. Inspector Natal Police, Pietermaritzburg 
NationaL ViT. Association. 
Pres: Prof. James Macqueen, ¥.x.o.v.s. London, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. Me Oe Hunwng, ¥.8.0.v.8. London, §.W 
Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, r.2.0.v.s., Maidenhead 


— 


Natrona, Verertmnany Bengvotent & Mourvar 


Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.n.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.n.c.v.s., 

Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.3.0.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchest 


Nort or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.n.0.v.8. 
25 Marlborough street, Seaham Harbour 
Hon. Sec: T. T. Jack, m.n.c.v.s., 

3 Elmwood Terrace, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


NoxtH or Inruanp V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Gregg, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 

Hon. Sec; Mr. J.8. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, r.x.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Norra or Scortany V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. Skinner, m.n.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.r.c.v.s., 
Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


North Wares V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, m.n.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province or Quepec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 
Roya, Countms V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Simpegon, F.8.0.¥.s., 
Strathmore House, Maidenhead 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, m.n.c.v.s., 
250 King’s Road, Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Rovan Scorrisn V.8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.8.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. See: 
Rovan Vererinary Conurar M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. L. Sheather, m.n.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, V. Pride Jones. 


Scorrish Merroronitan V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. O. Charnock Bradley, M.p., D.sc., M.R.C.v.s., 
Royal Dick Vet. College 
Hon. See: Mr. A. Gofton, m.k.c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


Soursern Countirs V.S. 

Pres: Mr. H. Smith, m.R.0.v.s., Worthing 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m..c.v.s., Worthing 

Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, x.R.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sours Dursam anp Norts Yorxsuine V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. P. Snaith, .z.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deo. 
Transvasat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. K. Pilkington, m.r.c.v.s., Johannesbuig 
Hon. Treas ; Mr. J. M. Christy, w.R.c.v.s., p.v.8. Krogarsdorp 
Hen. Sec: Mr. J. G. Bush, .n.c.v.s., Piet Retief, ‘| ransvaal 
Westean Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. W. Bovett, u.2.0.v.s., Bridgwater 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, u.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, .z.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 
West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg, ».n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: @ Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, m.n.c.v.s., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorgenine Vit. Association 
Pres: Mr. H. G. Bowes, r/n.c.v.s., 106 Clarendon-rd, Leeds 
Hon. See; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.n.0.v.s., Garforth, nr. Leeds. Pe? 





Hon. Treas: Mr. A. McCarmick, ™.2.0.v.s., ih 
\  Kirkstall-road, Leeda — 












